@;&/ﬁ 7 A(%///.
(Dreating hape.

324 W. Buffalo St., Ithaca, NY 14850 / 272-5062

ﬁﬁ?ﬂ/ alr

execulive direclor

Winter can be a difficult time for those in
need in Tompkins County. People who
work two and three jobs are unable to
purchase needed items for their families.
As winter progresses and heating bills
accumulate, families must often make
choices like deciding between buying
food or paying for heating oil to fill the
tank. This year promises to be a difficult
one. The news is filled with talk of re-
cession. Gas prices are making it difficult
for those who live in rural areas to get
to work, to the grocery store, and to the
doctor.

In Tompkins County, our United
Way has studied poverty in our county,
and in its 2005 Compass II Report es-
timated that over 6000 residents (9%)
live below the poverty line and 26.7%
of county households have incomes un-
der $25,000/year. It is a daily struggle to
make ends meet when incomes are that
low.

Those who live in poverty are many
and diverse, and include:

* people living in neighborhoods of
concentrated poverty who have limited
educational opportunities and little

access to jobs that pay livable wages;
continued on page 2

‘(\O\.\C Cha/' 7%
/x

F F %

o
Tompkins/Tioga

Spring 2008

news and noles
The staff of Catholic Chari-

ties would like to extend a spe-
cial Thank You to the students
of Immaculate Conception
School for their generous do-
nation of Gift Boxes at Christ-
mas time. Each participating
student created a wrapped,
gift box—full of hand-picked
goodies—for another child.
The gift boxes were do-
nated to the Samaritan Center
and were distributed to fami-
lies in need for Christmas.

New Board Chair

New Levels of Giving

2007 Supporters

Personal Needs Changes 8
Building Repairs

Volunteer Spotlight
CCTT Programs

Family Empowerment

Services 10-11
Meet The Staff 11

Free Tax Preparation 12
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Mary Berens, Chair
William Cooke, Vice Chair
Art Pearce, Treasurer

Jo Ellen Rose, Secretary
Martha Brennan

Dan Finlay

George R. Frantz

Mary Agnes Hamilton
Father Carsten Martensen
Pilar A. Parra

Walter Poland

Khandikile (Khandi) Sokoni
Sally True

Anthony Barbaro

Christine Sanchirico

srf

TOMPKINS COUNTY
Christine Sanchirico
Jan Arcangeli
Carolann Darling

The Samaritan Center
René Funke
Shelby Piotti

Family Empowerment
Tommy Miller
Michael Schaff

Immigrant Services
Cecilia Montaner-Vargas

Justice & Peace Program
Edie Reagan

NOEP

Ellin Corrigan

Winter can be a difficult time for those
in need in Tompkins County. People
who work two and three jobs are un-
able to purchase needed items for their
families. As winter progresses and heat-
ing bills accumulate, families must of-
ten make choices like deciding between
buying food or paying for heating oil to
fill the tank. This year promises to be a
difficult one. The news is filled with talk
of recession. Gas prices are making it
difficult for those who live in rural areas
to get to work, to the grocery store, and
to the doctor.

In Tompkins County, our United
Way has studied poverty in our county,
and in its 2005 Compass II Report es-
timated that over 6000 residents (9%)
live below the poverty line and 26.7%
of county households have incomes un-
der $25,000/year. It is a daily struggle to
make ends meet when incomes are that
low.

Those who live in poverty are many
and diverse, and include:

* people living in neighborhoods of
concentrated poverty who have limit-
ed educational opportunities and little
access to jobs that pay livable wages;

* the working poor who struggle to
hold down two and three jobs and still
cannot feed their children or find af-
fordable housing;

* the homeless. Many suffer from
mental illness and cannot find men-
tal health services, others are veterans
who fought for our freedom;

* young families who have fallen
continued on page 4
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Mary Berens became the new Board
Chair for Catholic Charities of Tomp-
kins/Tioga on January 1, 2008. Berens, a
member of the board since January 2003,
succeeded Karl Pillemer. Pillemer had
served as Chair since June 2005.

has worked for Cornell
University for over 30 years. Currently,
she isa Senior Campaign Officer in Alum-
ni Affairs and Development. Mary is a
parishioner of the Cornell Catholic Com-

Berens

munity and a dedicated volunteer for
several community organizations.

Why did you choose to be on

the Board?

[ believe strongly in the objectives of Catho-
lic Charities and I welcome the opportunity
to directly assist many of the most vulner-
able people in our community by provid-
ing volunteer and financial support for
the programs offered by Catholic Charities
Tompkins/Tioga. When organizations like
CCTT meet their objectives, Ithaca be-
comes a better place for us all. It’s hard ro
pass up an opportunity to work with such a
dedicated and talented staff and Executive
Director.

What do you find most exciting
and inspiring?

The incredible, unwavering commitment
and compassion of the staff and volunteers
along with the knowledge that the intan-
gible support provided by CCTT really does
provide assistance that makes a difference ro
individuals in our community.

Photo courtesy of Stephanie Green

What do you wish to
achieve as Chair?

T would like to increase the com-
munitys understanding of the
objectives and work of Catholic
Charities. Human beings are
compassionate by nature. When
they understand the need and
how their support can make a
difference, many of them will
engage with the work of CCTT.
This year we plan to work more
closely with local parishes.

What are the biggest
challenges facing Catho-
lic Charities?

The ability to 1) secure an ad-
equate and dependable level of
funding to meet the needs of in-
dividuals supported by Catholic
Charities programs and 2) in-
Sform residents of Tompkins and
Tioga Counties about the basic
human needs that exist in our

area.
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Winter can be a difficult time
for those in need in Tompkins
County. People who work
two and three jobs are unable
to purchase needed items for
their families. As winter pro-
gresses and heating bills ac-
cumulate, families must often
make choices like deciding
between buying food or pay-
ing for heating oil to fill the
tank. This year promises to
be a difficult one. The news
is filled with talk of recession.
Gas prices are making it dif-
ficult for those who live in
rural areas to get to work, to
the grocery store, and to the
doctor.

In Tompkins County, our
United Way has studied pov-
erty in our county, and in its
2005 Compass II Report es-
timated that over 6000 resi-
dents (9%) live below the pov-
erty line and 26.7% of county
households have incomes un-
der $25,000/year. It is a daily
struggle to make ends meet
when incomes are that low.

Those who live in poverty
are many and diverse, and in-
clude:

* people living in neighbor-
hoods of concentrated pov-
erty who have limited educa-
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The Samaritan Society is

formed to support CCTT.

Over 50 people gathered at the home of
Catholic Charities’ vice chair Will and
Carol Cooke on February 10th to cel-
ebrate the inauguration of the Samaritan
Society of Catholic Charities Tompkins /
Tioga and to pledge their volunteer, spir-
itual and financial support to the most
vulnerable members of the Tompkins
County community.

By fostering and recognizing support
given by individuals, businesses and non
profit groups, we hope to better meet the
challenges of the growing numbers of in-
dividuals supported by CCTT programs
through the ability to secure an adequate
level of reliable funding for these pro-
grams. These are the objectives of the
Samaritan Society of CCTT.

More information on the Samaritan
Society will be available in future news-
letters.

“Thank you, staff of Catholic Charities,
for all you do and especially for calling
upon us to help you in the mission
of the Catholic Charities Ministry to
the people of Tompkins & Tioga.”

from

Carolann Darling, Youth Minister,
St. Anthony’s, Groton
and from

All Saints, Lansing & Holy Cross, Dryden

For monetary donations and items
for youth in need from HS Youth Mass.
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Mr. & Mrs. John Abowd
Mr. Harold (Jim) Adams
Ms. Margaret B. Adams
Mr. & Mirs. Mitchell Addy
Mr. & Mirs. David Albonesi
Ms. Suzanne M. Alexander
Ms. Kristine Alise
Ms. Debbie Allen
Mr. Ronald Allison
Ms. Mary Andersen
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Armstrong
Mr. Robert Aronson
Mr. & Mrs. Juan Arroyo
Miss Jayme Asselin
Mr. & Mis. John J. Augustine
Mr. & Mirs. Carl J. Ballo
Ms. D.G. Bancroft-Gowin
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin P. Bangs
Ms. Eugenia Barnaba
Mr. & Mirs. Chris Barrett
Mr. & Mrs. Roy L. Barriere
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Barry
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Bates
Mr. Robert Becker, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Beins
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Belcher
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Benedict
Mr. & Mirs. V. Benedict
Mr. & Mrs. A. Fay Benson
Dr. A. LeGrace Benson
Miss Barbara Berens
Ms. Julia Berens &
Mr. Larry George
Ms. Mary Berens &
Mr. Paul Feeny
Mrs. Donald P. Berens
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Bilinski
Mr. Jonathan Bishop
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Biviano
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bonn
Mr. & Mrs. Robert
Boothroyd
Mr. Raymond Borowicz
Mrs. Elizabeth Bromberick
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Brooks Jr.

Mr. & Mirs. Ira Brous
Mr. & Mirs. Charles Burda
Ms. Marcy Byrne
Dr. & Mrs. Leo R. Cacciotti
Mr. & Mirs. Joseph
Cambridge
Mr. & Mirs. T. Campbell
Mr. & Mirs. S. Camobreco
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Cappucci
Mr. Joseph Carbone &
Ms. Linda Parks
Ms. Nicole Carrier-Titti &
Ms. Lisa Carrier-Tictti
Dr. & Mrs. William Carroll
Mr. & Mrs. A. Brad Carruth
Dirs. Jerry & Debbie Cherney
Mr. & Mis. Jos. Chipalowsky
Mr. James Ciaschi
Ms. Constance Colbert
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Collins
Mr. & Mirs. Gould Colman
Community Foundation of
Tompkins County
Mr. Matthew Conway
Mrs. Susan Cook
Mr. & Mirs. Will Cooke
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Cooney
Ms. Kathryn Corgel
Ms. M. Patricia Costello
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Cox
Mr. & Mrs. William Cox
Mr. & Mirs. Paul H. Crance
Ms. Roxanna D. Crawford
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Crowley
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Culligan
Mrs. Mary Ellen Cummings
Mrs. Joan Curtis
Mr. & Mrs. James Datling
Ms. Marie de Roos
Mr. & Mirs. John E Dean
Mr. & Ms. Jeremy Dietz
Ms. Sharon Dittman
Ms. Mary Pat Dolan &
Mr. David Kerness
Mr. Kieran Donaghy &
Ms. Victoria Pifalo

Mr. & Mrs. James Dormandy

Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Doyle

Mir. & Mirs. Cor Drost

Ms. Linda Duttweiler

Mr. Edward Dwyer

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dyer

Mr. & Mirs. Brian Eden

Mr. & Mrs. James Eisenberg

Mr. Robert R. Ellis

Emergency Food and
Shelter Program

Ms. Ann Erb

Mr. & Mrs. James Eyster

Mr. Francis Facer

Mr. & Mirs. Ed Farmer

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Ferguson

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Fetsko

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Finlay

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Fitzgibbons

Ms. Joanne Florino

Mrs. Helen Ford

Mr. Raymond Fox

Mr. John Friedeborn

Mr. & Mirs. Donald Funke

Mr. Jerry Gambell

Ms. Mariette Geldenhuys

Mr. Vincent Genova

Mr. & Mirs. E. P. Giannelis

Ms. Mary D. Gilligan

Mr. Kerman N. Glaser

Rabbi & Mrs. Scott Glass

Ms. Eleanor Glauer

Mr. John Grady

Mrs. Teresa Grady

Ms. Mary Beth Grant

Mr. & Mirs. Robert Gravani

Mrs. Betty A. Griffin

Mr. & Mirs. D. T. Grubb

Mr. David A. Guaspari

Mr. & Mrs. John Guilford

Mr. Benjamin Hamilton &
Ms. Alicia Munoz

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Hamilton

Dr. & Mrs. Robert M. Harris

Mr. Howard Hartnett

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Hartz
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Mr. & Mrs. Greg Hartz
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Ms. Kathleen Hawthorne
Mr. & Mrs. David Heck
Ms. Carol Inez Hockett
Mr. Daniel Hoffman
Mr. Peter Hohendahl &
Dr. Eky Hohendahl
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Hooks



Mr. & Mrs. Donald Howell
M:s. Gloria Howell

Mr. Jon Hughes

Mr. & Mrs. Norm Hummel
Mr. & Mirs. Robert Hutchens
Mr. & Mrs. Sal Indelicato
Mr. & Mirs. Tony Ingraffea
Mr. Juan Isaza &

Mrs. Eliana Nossa
Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency
Mr. & Mrs. James Ivers
Ms. Judy Jensvold
Ms. Marguerite Johnson
Ms. Audrey Kahin
Dr. Eileen Kelly
Rev. & Mirs. Fred Kelsey
Mrs. Sylvia Knafelc
Miss Marion Kobre
Mr. & Mrs. A.N.

Komanecky
Mr. Philip Krasicky
Mrs. Emily M. Kubinec
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn LaFrance
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip LaRocca
Ms. Dawn Landwehr
Mrs. Joan Lawrence
Ms. Mary Barbara Lefler
Mr. Alfonso Lentini
Mrs. Georgian Leonard
Mr. G. Peter Lepage &

Ms. Deborah O’Connor
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Linscott
Mr. & Mrs. David Lippert
Dr. & Mrs. David B. Lipsky
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Lisk
Ms. Barbara Logan &

Mr. Raymond Gozzi
Mrs. Susanne Lorbeer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lucas
Mr. Jerry Lutkenhouse
Mrs. Kathleen Maginnity
Father Michael Mahler
Ms. Ruth Mahr
Mrs. Sophia C. Malone
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Manzella
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Marchell
Mrs. Mary Mathios
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Matyas
Ms. Louise A. Maynard

Mr. Roger E. McCarthy
Mr. & Ms. Zach McKenna
Mr. Patrick McMahon
Mr. & Mrs. John McNamara
Mr. Joseph Yavitt &
Ms. Susan Merkel
Ms. Connie Merritt
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Mikula
Mirs. Charlene Miller
Ms. Nina K. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. James Mingle
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Moran
Ms. Susanne Morgan
Mrs. Josephine A. Moser
Mr. John Mosser
Ms. Anna Maria Muenster
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon C. Myer
Ms. Marlene C. Nardi
Mrs. Mary E. Natali
Nutrition Consortium of
New York State
Sr. Mary O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Stan O’Connor
Ms. Ellen O’Donnell
Ms. Maureen O’Hara &
Mr. David Easley
Mr. Lawrrence O’Rouke
Mr. Thomas O’Rourke
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Osika
Ms. Jolanda Pandin
Park Foundation
Ms. Pilar Parra
Dr. & Mrs. H.J. Peter Patrick
Mr. Lawrence Payne
Mr. Frank Paz
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Pearce
Mr. Taylor Peck
Ms. Rose Pellegrino
Ms. Margaret Perry
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Petrella
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Petricola
Dr. & Mrs. Francis Piliero
Mr. Karl Pillemer
Mr. Michael Pinnisi
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pochily
Mr. Walter Poland
Mr. & Mrs. Emil T. Policay

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Quinlan
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Rawstron
Father Leo Reinhardt
Mrs. Mary Richards
Mr. & Mrs. James Rider
Mr. Robert Riter
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Steven
Robertson
Mr. & Mirs. Ken Robinson
Ms. Katherine Rojas
Mr. Daniel Roock
Mr. & Mrs. Muricio Rosa
Mr. & Mrs. Faust Rossi
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Rosten
Mr. & Mrs. John Rudan
Mr. Bruno Schickel
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Schlather
Mrs. Josephine Schug
Mr. & Mrs. George Schuler
Ms. Beatrice L. Schwoerer
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Sciarabba
Mr. Dan Sheffield
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Shuler
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Silverman
Ms. Fidela Sindihebura
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Skibitsky
Mr. & Mrs. Mark G. Smarr
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Snedeker
Mr. & Mrs. C. Snowberger
Mr. & Mirs. Julius J. Sobol
Mr. Robert Sparks &

Ms. Holly Gump
Dr. & Mirs. R. Steinacher
Ms. Constance L. Stirling
Mrs. Rose Strebel
Mrs. Mary B. Streeter
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Streeter
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Szymanski
Mr. Stefen Szymanski

Our objective is to recognize
every supporter. If we've in-
advertently left your name off
the list of donors, please notify
CCTT so that we can recog-
nize you in a future newsletter.
We greatly appreciate you and
your support.
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Personal Needs Program
Changes to Meet Needs

Since its inception, the
Samaritan Center has provid-
ed participants with personal
hygiene products every other
month. Participants choose
from a laundry list of items.

Because of rising costs &
declining donations, the pro-
gram was modified in January.
Now each participant receives
a package of basic hygiene
products—laundry detergent,
dish soap, shampoo, toilet tis-
sue and one additional item
from the supply stock.

René Funke, director,
streamlined the program so
they could serve more people
more often. By offering fewer
essential items, she hopes that
soon participants will be able
to receive hygiene packages
every month.

The personal hygiene
products program is one
of the cornerstones of the
Samaritan Center, with nearly
45% of the households access-
ing this service up to six times
a year. But demand is greater
than ever. 623 households or
1,474 individuals were served
in 2007.

To donate hygiene prod-
ucts, please call 272-5062.
Donations are always welcome
and are greatly appreciated.
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An Old Building Gets
Some Help

Catholic Charities Tompkins/Tioga is
located in a beautiful old building, once a
convent, on Buffalo Street in downtown

Ithaca.
often in need of repair. We want to give

Unfortunately, the building is

special thanks for the following dona-
tions of materials and labor to keep the
building in good shape for our work:

New kitchen floor (currently in process):
Dianne Orcutt

New refrigerator for our kitchen:
Tom Colbert

Painted the conference room walls:
Members of The Vineyard Church
of Ithaca

Gardening:
Bertha Gutierrez

Replaced kitchen window:
George and Ginny Field
‘The window was replaced in honor
of the Aguilar family: Domingo, Lucy
and children— D.I., Carmen Brewer,
Ginny Field, Rene, Lisa, Rita
Boothroyd, and Tina Matychak.

Ginny Field remembers having piano
lessons in the front room, taught by the
Sisters who once lived here!!

We need you!! If you have experience in
construction, painting, windows, ma-
sonry, etc, and have time and energy to
donate, please to give us a call!
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Kathy Tyler

Kathy has
volunteered
at Catholic
Charities in
several dif-
ferent roles,
including
front desk

reception-

ist, working for the Samaritan Center’s
Personal Needs Product Distribution,
and most recently as finance assistant
to the Executive Director, where her
work is greatly treasured.

About six years ago, Kathy first
became aware of Catholic Charities’
need for volunteers and decided to
contribute her time during Lent. Once
Kathy retired from her job as a nurse,
she became more involved. Kathy usu-
ally volunteers four hours a week, but
during busy times, she gives as much as
is needed.

Kathy is married and has grown
children. Now that she and her husband
are retired, they travel as much as possi-
ble. Her flexible volunteer job allows her
to contribute her time and talent to
Catholic Charities while continuing to
enjoy her retirement.

To inquire about volunteer
opportunities at Catholic Charities,
call Chris Sanchirico, Executive Direc-

tor at 272-5062.

Tompkins County

Samaritan Center
* Clothing Closet
¢ Personal Needs
* Smart Buy

Immigrant Services
Justice & Peace Ministry
Family Empowerment

Nutrition Outreach and
Education Program

(NOEP)

$mart Buy is a monthly food
buying program that can help
you stretch your food dollars.
Anyone can order & save. Call
Paulette for more information

The Mission of Catholic
Charities Tompkins /
Tioga is to help build
communities that care
for all people by reduc-
ing poverty, promoting
healthy individual and
family life, collaborating
with faith communities,

and advocating for social

justice.
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COMMNITY
CONN

Community Connections is a
program  that
advocates for families/indi-
viduals and assists them
in creating roadmaps &
promoting collaboration as
they travel through Child
Protective Services (CPS) and
other child welfare systems.

Community Connections
started when community
members in the Neighborhood
Project of Dept. of Social
Services (DSS) identified
parent mentoring as a service
gap for families involved in a
CPS investigation.

What we do: help you
understand whatis happening;
guide you through the Child

Protective Services

mentoring

process;
make sure you know your
rights and your responsi-
bilities; assistyouinconnecting
with community resources;
respect your family’s goals.
Catholic  Charities has
a contractual arrangement
with DSS to develop and to
implement the mentoring

are provided by
Tommy Miller and one staff member,
and they are on call 24/7 with limited
resources. Sixty-five families received
services in 2007.

Community Connections is

program. Services

available to:

¢ Adults residents of Tompkins County

who are persons responsible for children

who are reported to the Child Abuse

Hotline.

¢ Adult residents of Tompkins County

who are persons legally responsible for

children who are reported to the Child

Abuse and Maltreatment Hotline and

are placed in Foster-care.

¢ Families involved in the Family

Resolution  Project’s Family Team

Meeting process.

What we believe: all families have
strengths; parenting is challenging; all of
us need help from time to time; families
are empowered by knowing the outcomes
of their choices; we respect all who are
concerned with the well-being of families
& children within our community.

Parent Partners are here to

offer you a helping hand.

Parent Partnership
The program forges partnerships with
parents of children with emotional and
behavioral challenges who are at risk for
out-of-home placement.

Our goal is to increase community
support for families facing challenges and



opportunities of developing intervention
plans for their child.

We believe that partnerships between
parents and providers are important
when making decisions regarding their
children. With your permission, a Parent
Partner will contact you to discuss your
thoughts about your child’s situation.

A Parent Partner will review the
decision-making process with you and
support your active role. If you wish, we
will help you to develop questions and to
determine the most effective way to get
answers. A Parent Partner will stay in
touch with you throughout the decision-
making process.

The program goals are: to increase
the involvement of parents in exploring
treatment options for their child(ren);
to enable parents to share experiences
& concerns; to develop a range of
mechanisms to enable parents to
participate in the process; to support
a strengths-based team process in
partnership with families, respecting
differences as well as constraints that may
exist for any of the parties.

Miller  acknowledges that the
program’s accomplishments are a result
of forging partnerships with families,
individuals and networking with a very
long list of community providers. An
example of this collaboration is when
Tommy Miller was presented with the
Corrine Galvin Award on behalf of
Community Connections and its staff.
The Dept. of Social Services (CPS unit)
nominated the staff of Community
Connections for this award.

meel the leff
Tommy Miller
Director, Family Empower-
ment Services, Community
Connections & Parent Part-
nership, Catholic Charities.
Tommy is also a Facilitator
for Franziska Racker Center
(Family Resolution Project) &
Facilitator/Co-Parenting Edu-
cator for Tompkins County
Coop Extension.

He has 30 years of travel/
working in the Human Ser-
vices Field & Juvenile Justice
System. Tommy recently com-
pleted a 25-year tour of duty
in the Juvenile Justice System
as a Youth Worker/Training
Coordinator.

During this time he com-
pleted a seven year tenure with
the American Red Cross as an
Intensive Case Manager. Ad-
ditionally, he has 15 years of
consultantworkwith Cortland
County Community Action
Program—planning,
implementing & coordinating

urgent programs.
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The Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC) is the federal government’s
largest anti-poverty program, rais-
ing nearly five million people - half
of them children - above the pov-
erty line each year. Qualifying tax-
payers in NYS can claim as much
as $4,720, but up to $1 million is
lost in Tompkins County every year
because taxpayers don’t know that
they qualify for the credit.

In partnership with Alternatives
Federal Credit Union (AFCU),
Catholic Charities will now be of-
fering free tax preparation at their
offices to ensure that our communi-
ty has greater access to this credit,
and to provide an alternative to high

cost preparation services and preda-
tory loans. This new program will
leverage the power of tax time by
helping working families take ad-
vantage of financial opportunities
and look toward the future.

A certified AFCU volunteer
will be available to offer free tax
preparation to qualifying taxpayers
at Catholic Charities, 324 W. Buf-
falo St., 9:00 am to 12:00 pm every
Tuesday, from now until April 8.

For more information and to
make an appointment, call Shelby
at 272-5062 x27

Translator Interpreter services
are also available.
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